I1-Biskuttini tal-Lewz

toghma ta’ festi
ta' Zmien l-ghaqda
il-familja

pastini zghar helwin
semplici fil-forma

bhal meta kont jien Zghira
fil-k¢ina man-nannu
naghfgu l-ghagina

u jien indawwar il-blalen
tondi tondi

idellku xi ftit ma' idi
inpoggijhom wahda wahda
hdejn xulxien

qishom suldati

u nispiccawhom bil-lewza
perfetta

forma ta’ demgha

fil-festi

meta in-nanna

tohodni ghand hutha I-bniet

li baqu jghixu fid-dar ta'
tfulitha

nistennew jingabru tal-familja
u kif tghaddi il-banda

johorgu bil-platt mimli

pastini friski

l-itjeb li gatt doqt

u n-nanna terfaghli wahda Zejda ghalija

fil-festin

fuq il-mejda principali

f'xi tieg jew maghmudija

jew xi gabra fil-Milied

ic-cajta kienet tkun

“dak il-basket biex inhu mimli?
b’xi biskuttina tal-lewz?”

ghax komuni

li meta tfal mhux mistednin ghall-festin
[I-genituni lura lejn id-dar

tarhom johorgu xi biskuttina jew tnejn
mill-basket pulit pulit tal-mama

jew mill-but tal-glekk gdid tal-papa
mgezwra f'xi karta

biex jagsmuha mat-tfal

zmien sabih
zmien il-festi
toghma ta' celebrazzjoni

Enrique Tabone



Maltese Almond biscuits

a festive taste
a time to come together
family time

sweet and small

simple form

just like me when I was little
in the kitchen with grandpa
kneading the dough
making balls out of it

round and circular

a little sticky on my hands

[ place them one next to the
other

like soldiers

and we finish them off

with a perfect almond nut
shaped like a tear

in the feasts

every time my grandma

took me to her sisters’

who still lived in her

childhood home

we waited for family to gather

and when the band came

out came the plates

full of fresh biscuits

the most delicious I have ever tasted

and grandma pulls an extra one aside for me

at festive gatherings

on the main table

in weddings or baptism
or some Christmas party

the joke would go
“what’s in that bag?
is it filled with almond biscuits?”

because it often happens

that when children are not invited
and the parents go back home

they pull out a biscuit or two

from mama’s neat and tide handbag
or from papa’s new suit pocket
wrapped in paper

to share with their children

alovely time
a festive time
a taste of celebration

Enrique Tabone



